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The	  rotary	  saw	  equipped	  with	  a	  metal	  cu5ng	  blade	  is	  an	  extremely	  important	  tool	  
for	  us	  to	  have	  in	  our	  forcible	  entry	  cache.	  There	  are	  a	  handful	  of	  modifica>ons	  and	  
conversions	  that	  we	  can	  apply	  to	  the	  saw	  to	  make	  it	  preform	  more	  efficient.	  The	  
outboard	  saw	  conversion	  is	  one	  of	  the	  simplest	  and	  most	  effec>ve	  modifica>ons	  
to	  make	  the	  saw	  a	  more	  versa>le	  forcible	  entry	  tool.	  The	  outboard	  saw	  conversion	  
involves	  moving	  the	  saw	  blade	  assembly	  to	  the	  right	  (or	  outboard)	  side	  of	  the	  saw	  
body.	  This	  concept	  and	  guide	  are	  associated	  with	  a	  post	  that	  originally	  appeared	  
on	  VentEnterSearch.com	  that	  can	  be	  found	  here:	  

 hHp://www.vententersearch.com/?p=2392	  
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1. loosen the tensioning screw so that                          
the belt tension releases. 
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2. Unscrew the nuts. 

3. Remove the belt guard and cutter arm. 

Notice the manufacture has molded a slot for 
the saw to be used as an outboard. 
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4. Insert cutter arm into the outboard slot 
of the saw.

5. Place belt guard over belt. 

6. Tighten The Nuts half way.
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7. Tension the drive belt while rotating the 
blade by hand, then go back and tighten the 
nuts.

Notice Tension the drive belt by screwing in 
the tensioning screw far enough so that the 
indicating square nut comes opposite the 
arrow.

IMPORTANT If you are using an one directional 
cutting blade, like the one pictured, you will 
need to take the blade off and flip it.  

8. Unscrew blade disc bolt.
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The	  outboard	  saw	  conversion	  gives	  us	  versa>lity	  while	  not	  compromising	  any	  
other	  func>ons	  of	  the	  saw.	  The	  outboard	  saw	  s>ll	  operates	  the	  same	  as	  a	  stock	  
saw.	  There	  is	  however	  a	  no>ceable	  change	  in	  how	  the	  saw	  "feels"	  to	  the	  operator	  
since	  changing	  the	  loca>on	  of	  the	  blade	  effects	  the	  gyroscopic	  effect	  on	  the	  saw.	  It	  
is	  important	  to	  make	  sure	  everyone	  has	  operated	  the	  saw	  in	  a	  training	  se5ng	  
before	  using	  it	  on	  an	  actual	  emergency	  run.	  	  

Please	  refer	  back	  to	  the	  original	  post	  men>oned	  on	  page	  one	  that	  provides	  more	  
details	  about	  the	  conversion.	  The	  original	  post	  includes	  more	  informa>on	  of	  
“why”	  this	  conversion	  should	  be	  done.	  	  Please	  note:	  These	  steps	  are	  how	  to	  apply	  
this	  conversion	  to	  a	  Partner/Husqvarna	  rotary	  saw,	  and	  are	  within	  the	  
manufacture's	  recommenda>ons.	  Please	  reference	  any	  recommenda>ons	  and	  
procedures	  before	  aHemp>ng	  this	  conversion	  to	  another	  brand	  or	  type	  of	  saw.	  	  
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9. Remove the bolt and disc plate. Flip the 
cutting blade 180 degrees.

10. Replace the cutting blade, disc plate and 
bolt, tighten assembly. 
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